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Scarlet Women 15
Women Oppose the Nuclear Threat

Foreword

Scarlet Women was the ‘newsletter of the socialist feminist current in 
the Women’s Liberation Movement’ with 14 issues between 1976 to 1982. It 
was produced by an editorial collective which was  based in North Shields 
and included women from Tyneside, the north west and London.  The purpose 
of the newsletter was to discuss issues faced by women who identified 
both as feminists and socialists – this at a time when the left by and 
large were of the view that the liberation of women from their oppression 
had to wait until the workers’ revolution had triumphed.  Issues of the 
newsletter reported on campaigns and discussions in different parts of the 
country, as well as issues such as women’s reproductive rights, financial 
independence, imperialism, new technology.  It was always concerned with 
trying to reflect a variety of views on the topics being discussed.

The last printed issue of Scarlet Women came out in early 1982. This issue 
on the Nuclear Threat was put together by Ann Torode, a key member of 
the editorial collective.  She did much of the interviewing, requesting 
of articles and selection for printing.    The issue never got published 
because by the time it was ready for printing in 1983 the other members of 
the collective had melted away, involved in other activities and concerns.  
As a remaining member of the Tyneside part of the editorial collective 
I am delighted that this issue will now see the light of day, thanks to 
Holly Argent from the Women Artists of the North East Archive.  It has been 
produced in conjunction with the Star & Shadow for a screening of Sandra 
Lahire’s films, as part of the Revealing Women Series. As with so  many 
of the articles in previous issues of Scarlet Women many of the articles 
here are still relevant, drawing attention to issues and activities still 
current and still unresolved.

A new issue of Scarlet Women is being prepared, thanks to Tyne and Wear 
Archives and Museums (TWAM), with the theme: What’s changed for women since 
1982?  It will form part of the TWAM archive on Women in Tyneside and a 
copy will be available on their website from June 2019.  More information 
about Scarlet Women and its origins can  be found there.

Finally I’d like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to Ann Torode 
without whose energy, determination and intellectual clarity Scarlet Women 
would probably not have existed.  Ann (1943 – 2017) was born in London 
and came to live in Whitley Bay from Leeds in 1972. She was a founding 
member of the Coast Women’s Group which initiated the discussions which 
resulted in Scarlet Women, and with others established the North Tyneside 
Women’s Aid Refuge and Tyneside Rape Crisis Centre.  Ann was a passionate 
feminist and a lifelong campaigner against oppression and exploitation in 
all its forms. She would have been so happy to see this issue of Scarlet 
Women finally published and its contents made available to others to read 
and discuss.

Penny Remfry

May 2019

Cover: Taken from a poster ‘Merseyside Women Oppose the Nuclear Threat’



Reading Scarlet Women with Sandra Lahire

It is with great pleasure to be printing the 15th issue of Scarlet Women 
with Penny Remfry 36 years after it was first written. The dialogue in this 
issue, ‘Women Oppose the Nuclear Threat’ is eloquent, well informed and 
offers space for a multitude of perspectives on nuclear-related issues 
with openness and understanding. As a collection of conversations between 
women, it takes an intersectional approach, demanding an acknowledgement 
of the contributions by people of all genders to numerous political 
struggles.

We are printing Issue 15 on the event of screening filmmaker Sandra Lahire’s 
Anti-Nuclear Trilogy (also known as the radiation trilogy) at Star and 
Shadow Cinema in Newcastle upon Tyne. The screening is part of the Revealing 
Women series, a diverse, collectively organised programme of seven events 
exploring women’s histories - and the representation of women - in comedy 
and horror, through political and social documentaries, experimental forms, 
and within debates around science and technology. 

Sandra Lahire was a lesbian experimental filmmaker (1950-2001) who studied 
Philosophy at Newcastle University before studying film at St Martin’s 
College and the Royal College of Art in London. A year ago, Lahire’s 
essay ‘Lesbians in the Media’ was inserted into the Women Artists of the 
North East as a means to bring Lahire’s practice in proximity with other 
individuals that make up the library. My hope is that on this occasion, 
Sandra Lahire’s films can offer three further contributions to this nuclear 
issue of Scarlet Women; Serpent River (1989), Uranium Hex (1987) and 
Plutonium Blonde (1987) unveil the physical threat of radioactivity on 
communities, our earth’s resources and labouring bodies. Made in direct 
relation to the feminist anti-nuclear movement of the 1980’s. Intricately 
layered images and sound attempt to locate the positions women hold within 
the nuclear industry and the campaigns for it’s dissolution; whether as 
heroines, technological stand-ins or poisoned interlocutors, the figures 
always circle a threat of ecological catastrophe.

Both Lahire and the contributors to this issue make visible the hidden 
protocols of imperialism and the ruinous consequences of the nuclear industry; 
it’s potential for social, environmental and economic exploitation. As an 
accumulation of voices, these articles also address the toxic fallouts 
of oppressive infrastructures, imperialist powers, patriarchal dominance, 
and what an appetite for destruction can cause across the world. 

ahire’s filmmaking practice was radical beyond the process of shooting and 
developing photographic film. As a teacher and key member of Circles (1979-
1989) - a women’s experimental film distributing network, reclaiming the 
means to distribute and screen their own work in a landscape dominated by 
male filmmakers – she often collaborated with other key feminist filmmakers 
of the 80’s-90’s, such as Tina Keane, Sarah Pucill, and Circles initiator 
Lis Rhodes. Cinenova Distrbution (the legacy of Circles) continue to 
distribute, curate and advocate for the filmmakers in its collection and it 
is with enormous thanks to Cinenova that we are able to screen Lahire’s 
work today. 

It is disappointing that this publication was not read and discussed by 
Scarlet Women’s readership of its day, I hope that by printing it now, the 
conversations can continue and another generation of readers can grow. 
The only edits made to the original publication are the addition of two 
sections at the end: a list of acronyms used by contributors and brief 
notes about the organisations and campaigns mentioned in this issue. 

Finally, thanks go to Penny Remfry, Star and Shadow cinema, the Revealing 
Women programme team, Film Hub North and BFI Film Audience Network - 
Changing Times: Women’s Histories Fund for all their support in printing 
this issue and screening Lahire’s films.
 

Holly Argent

Women Artists of the North East Library

May 2019























































Acronyms 

We acknowledge that there are a number of undefined acronyms in this issue 
and for the purpose of clarity; here is a list of their full descriptions:

CEGB – Central Electricity Generating Board

CND – Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament

CR – Consciousness Raising

DHSS - Department of Health and Social Security (1966-1988). Superseded 
agencies were the Department of Health and the Department of Social 
Security. In 2001 these were absorbed into what is now the Department for 
Work and Pensions (DWP)

GLC - Greater London Council 

NF – National Front, Fascist Political party in the UK

PLAN - People’s Liberation Army of Namibia

PWR – Pressurised water reactor / Power 

RTZ – Rio Tinto - Zinc Corporation, now known as the Rio Tinto Group, is 
an Anglo-Australian multinational and one of the world’s biggest metals 
and mining corporations.

SWAPO - South-West Africa People’s Organisation

UN – United Nations 

USAF – United States Air Force

VD – Venereal disease 

WARN – Women of All Red Nations

WLM – Women’s Liberation Movement 



Campaigns and organisations 

Contextual information and current offices for campaigns and organisations 
mentioned in this issue:

Black Women for Wages for Housework
The International Wages for Housework Campaign was initiated in 1972 and 
called for compensation for domestic labour. From this campaign formed 
the autonomous International Black Women for Wages for Housework, founded 
by Margaret Prescod and Wilmette Brown in New York City, U.S in 1974. 
The Black Women for Wages for Housework also called for compensation for 
domestic labour whilst also campaigning on specific issues experienced 
by black women and women in the Global South, including reparations for 
“slavery, imperialism and neo-colonialism.”

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND)
CND launched in 1958 following a surge in anti-nuclear voices and raising 
public concern since the British Government announced its Nuclear weapons 
development programme in 1948. CND continues to campaign for British 
nuclear disarmament, a global ban on nuclear weapons and to end the British 
participation in the US missile defence system. 

UK Office
Mordechai Vanunu House, 
162 Holloway Road, 
London, 
N7 8DQ
General enquiries:  020 7700 2393 / enquiries@cnduk.org

Tyne and Wear CND
1 Rectory Avenue
Gosforth
Newcastle Upon Tyne
NE3 1XS
Enquiries: 0191 285 1290 / rhpg@btinternet.com 

Chilean Women’s Group
We have struggled to find more information about the ‘Chilean Women’s 
group’ mentioned in this issue. If you have any further information about 
the group, please do get in touch with Scarlet Women.

Freeze Campaign
The Nuclear Freeze campaign was a mass movement in the U.S in the 1980s. 
Initiated by Randall Forsberg, it sought to secure an agreement between 
the U.S. and Soviet governments to halt the testing, production, and 
deployment of nuclear weapons. Gaining public support with antinuclear 
allies abroad, the campaign played a key role in restraining the nuclear 
arms race and preventing nuclear war.

Greater London Council (GLC) Women’s Committee
The GLC Women’s Committee (1982-86) was established to promote representation 
of women and women’s interests. The committee championed issues affecting 
women including: improved childcare, public breastfeeding and the fight 
against female circumcision. They sought to involve a wide spectrum of 
women, by holding open meetings and co-opting women to represent such 
groups as lesbians, the disabled, and trade unionists.

The committee also produced a bulletin (1983-86), topics covered: Black 
Women’s Centres, employment for women in London, childcare, racism, 
transport, lesbian issues, older women, health, women as carers, women and 
disability, black and ethnic minority women.

Iranian Women’s Group, London
We have struggled to find more information about the ‘Iranian Women’s 
group’ mentioned in this issue. If you have any further information about 
gthe roup, please do get in touch with Scarlet Women.

Namibian Women’s Group, London
We have struggled to find more information about the ‘Namibian Women’s 
group’ mentioned in this issue, however, it is possible that this group 
were associated with the Namibia Support Committee (NSC) formed in London 
in 1969 (formerly known as Friends of Namibia).

The Namibia Support Committee supported the Namibian national liberation 
struggle against South Africa (1966–1989), raised public awareness of 
the political situation and was active in organising meetings, lobbying 
Parliament, and arranging the transportation of supplies to SWAPO’s camps in 
Angola and Zambia. See paragraph on South West Africa People’s Organisation 
(SWAPO) for further notes.  

If you have any further information about the ‘Namibian Women’s Group’please 
get in touch with Scarlet Women.

Pacific People’s Anti-nuclear Action committee (PPANAC)
An Anti-nuclear protest group in New Zealand headed up by Hilda Halkyard-
Harawira in 1980. Their objectives were based on the Peoples Charter for 
a Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific. The group opposed nuclear testing, 
because it was destroying Pacific communities, poisoning people and fish, 
since after the First World War. One historical incident in the Pacific was 
when people of Rongelap and Utilk were evacuated from their islands due 
to severe radioactive contamination after the U.S nuclear weapons test 
“Castel Bravo” on nearby Bikini Atoll in 1954. 

The committee’s primary focus was on anti-nuclear testing in the Pacific 
but was seen as part of a broader struggle for land rights for Pacific and 
Maori people. 

South West Africa People’s Organisation (SWAPO) 1960 - present
The South West Africa People’s Organisation were a major independence 
movement that began in Namibia formerly South West Africa). The organisation 
founded in 1960 after South Africa refused a United Nations order to 
withdraw from the trust territory in 1966. SWAPO took up armed resistance 
and carried out guerrilla warfare against the South African Government 
through the People’s Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN).

In 1978 the United Nations General Assembly recognised SWAPO as the ‘sole 
and authentic representative of the Namibian People’. The South African 
Government accepted the resolution in 1988. SWAPO became the country’s 
leading party following independence in 1990 and is now known as the SWAMPO 
Party of Namibia.



SWAPO Women’s Solidarity Campaign (SWSC) 1980-1991
SWSC was a sub-group of the organisation, Namibia Support Committee (NSC) 
that grew a national campaign in support of the Namibian liberation 
movement. 

Women for Life on Earth  
A peace group formed in response to the decision to march from Cardiff 
to RAF Greenham Common near Newbury Berkshire, against the storing of 
American cruise missiles on British land. Starting the 120 mile march on 
27 August 1981 and arriving at Greenham common on 5 September, the group 
was made up of approximately 36 women, 4 men and several children. The camp 
they set up upon arrival would became the Greenham Common Women’s Peace 
Camp, a protest camp that would be there for 19 years. Their act brought 
the nuclear debate into public and political discourse. 

The group subsequently organised more peace marches, including Cardiff to 
RAF Brawdy, Pembrokeshire march in May and June 1982.

Women of All Red Nations (WARN)
An activist group founded in 1974 formed of the women supporting the 
American Indian Movement (AIM).

The American Indian Movement (1968-) is a civil rights and advocacy group, 
founded in Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S in 1968. Their main goals are to 
ensure the protection of legal rights for Native Americans: economic 
independence, respect for traditional culture, autonomy over tribal areas 
and the restoration of land believed to have been illegally seized.
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